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vLUABLE LAND IN hInRICO COUNTY FOE SALE.

iItR5L*^\T to a decreeof the County Couit of Henrico, pro-
nounct-d on the Sth day of March, 1*41, It. iicause iher....!jJt-
iduiis. in which S.isanim S. l'leasants and Daniel B. Wa, *nts

;iliintUr», and Eliaa J. Hall,.well and other, are defeu^nts
.the under-igned, will proceed, on TUESDAY, l,ie ~*nb <1

iril, if fair, if nor, on the next f isr d*y thereafter, on the t.re-

at the hour of 12 o'clock, M., to sell, at Public Auction,
¦ji.iut reserve, to the hichesl bidder, that vnjuable Traci tl

containing four hundred acres, on which Joseph C. Pica
!. resided at the time of his death, and which l'eson I hicsa-
n\ t«wainp, and adjoining the lands ot Henry L. < arter, Oer-

rrs and others. About one moiety of this laud is lirst rute

k ihominy low grounds, well ndo|»led to the ciiltiva'ion of

Grass, and less liable to overflow than other l.inds <>u the

vimr. The other inolety is high land, a part ot which is well
..ri d On the premises, there is a larce brick Dwelling II ju-e,

oth*r necessary Houses and improvements for the acc««mmo-

n f a Urie family. Rarely is such valuable property ofTet-"

.-i; nut capitalists are invited to visit the Farm, lvhu h will

f.V« n by either of the subscribers, or Mr. Daniel B. i leasuits,
i. T-.id<--< on the place. .

r,r.,. .f Sale..tine fourth part of the purchase i-mney to be

i cash and the residue in twelve,eighteen and twentj-. >ur

.V mi wiual i-avments. The credit payments to be secured
-V- with approved security, and a deed of trust on the land.

HENRY L. CARTER. Comaiuiurur*.ALGERNON S. STORRS, i
y

R -h-nond, March 9th, 1S4I.
>r immediately after the sale of the above Tract of Lintl, will
.!i on the premises, one Barouche and Harness, one Wagon
1 V Cart the stock of Horses, Cows and lltigs, and all the

mint uten'iN; and, will be hired out,for the balance of the
ir vveral slaves.

Ml mums umler 8i». cash: over that suni, sw months
jituillbi' given. SUSANNA b. PLEASANT. ,

Jin Henry L. Carter, Attorney.
\pril 2
TT\ NOTICE..JAMES ALFRED JONES, Attosmsv ai

i Petctburg, Va., will practise in the Courts of I'cters-

.f. llrunjwick, Mccklenburg and Luuenbur;. 10o_.itApril 2 * "

,Vov AM) KI.Ol'R HOP3E..Just received, and for sale,
' 111 l.arr.'U of Waskey's Flour, a superior artule. W c always
.p this rinnr. Also, .VI,000 lbs. Baron, old and new;.good old

Idlinfs, perfectly sound, at 7 cents.
^^ w|nTR

tprii lw~4t

; K \v; 11 stand at mv stable, and at Mr. Randolph Harrison s.

I, ihr rounty or Goochland, the present season, and be le-. lo

.'« it twelve dollars the season, with fifty i^nts to the groom,
s a tin- \oung horse, poijes-'inj as many valuable rpialities

::i* turf or road a« any liorsn. He is a fine dark chesnut, wiih

ulUtar, no other white, five feet three initios high, though
Mil. gn wii, line , and otm of tho in<»t bca'itiful horses

.-State; never trained, bttt belonging lo a thoroughi racing

a. Pedigree below. Mares will be fed with two gallons of
> »l "Jj u'liu per day, and every attention given them. He vv as

i <<nd is ow.ied by Mr. llirrijon. ..,,v. rr>vJOSEPH L. CARRIVG TON.
A wa< foalrd in IS-Tfi, out of Molly Andrews, (one of the best

f the late Mr. Jno. Mtnge. of Satidy Point,) by Timoleon,
sv Jack Andrews, g. dain Dare Devil, g. g. datn by

:. t e. .. dam hv Fearnought, g. g. g. g. dam by Monkey, all
;ti«h tiorscs, of the highest cl«i«» as stallions or jtacers.^Q^
larch 3» ia3~lm

XeTk'NDRED DOLLARS REWARD.-Ran away from the
8t:lroad, ti-sr Fredencksburp, in August. 1340, a Negro Man.
iH li. nrv Diags. He i» a black fellow, ab<mt 23 years of age
<*?out thj common height, and, when s;«okeu to, speaks very
* f have reason to believe he Is making his way to a tree

I will give the above reward if taken up out of this State.
«. II tfiv. $.r.u if taken up in this Stale, and delivered to me

«cure.l in jail, so I get him again. gATEWOOB
county, Va., near Cuinea's Dspot.

Itreh M 'ne-41'

KSESfl Sf'ftlNtS PRY (iOoflS.
*r. have now «i Store our entire sh.ck of Spring Goods, except

' n tVw |>ai kages, daily expected. Our assortment is rrnj
:e ani «*Hera!, of bitli Foreign and Domestic Goods.almost
lir'j. we f-ar, fhr the times; but, being well laid in, we are
t>> offer great inducements to purrhasers, arid we are deter-

ie.1 to do so, until mir Stock is greatly reduced.
F. A. J. S. JAMES &. CO., Globe Square.

Inn h TO ins.2aw4w

Til.L be sold, at Ixtuisa Court, to the highest bidder, on Mon-
' day, 12th April, that Mug Court dav, all the Negroes he-
ging to the K.pt ite of '.Vi'.liam Talley, deceased.

BY THE LEGATEES.
Uarch 30 108 3t*

spring importation-Fib.7, m\.
ULNA, Ql'EKNS-VVAKK, ate.f have received, per oltip Ma¬
dison, the bulk of iny Sprint; GuwIk, embtacini; not only the

»te«t variety, hut dccidedly the prettiest patterns I have over
red for file.
iildition:it supplies of English Goods wii! be received, together
ll every description of cut, pruttd and plain Olast, from the
Mihctvrici in this country.all which are uttered by the pack-
or re packed to order upon the best terms.

VVM. F. BUTI.ER,
Three doors above ike liell Taeern.

Vb 0394.2aw6w
ilTV DOLLARS REWARD..Ran away from the subscriber
living in Middlesex county, on the Ctli of the present month
Mr.1 m m named Charles. Charles is a very likely, brieht
l»'.:o follow, with very lieht blue eyes, about twenty-six >*ars
live feet six or «ight inches high, and well proportioned, lie

Ion, uhen he left, a brown cloth close coat, blue cassinet pan-
»n<. tml a white fur hat. He left without any provocation what-
*. am! h no doubt enJeavoring to get to a free State, fie Is a
f »niart. sensible fellow, and is well calculated to pass unnio-
"I. I will give the above reward for the apprehension and
*ery of him to me, or secured in any j ail so that I can get him
". Any information concerning him will be thankfully re-

'«<!. My address, is Churchville, Middlesex County, Vircinia.
WM. K. PACE.

Iwckintham. Sent. 24,1«40. 48.tf

Lieutenant-Governor of the State of Virginia.
A PROCLAMATION.

i iIKRKAS, by an act of the General Assembly, passed the
'"111 day of February, 1841, entitled "an art to authorize

Ranks of this Commonwealth to issue notes of a less denomi-
""i lh:«n five ilollars, for a limited period of time," it is pro-
'J, tli.it the hills or notes of the Merchants' and Mechanics'
¦i* of Wheeling, and of the North-Western Itank of Virginia,H not be receivable in payment to the State of Virginia, after
'!>¦ dny« from and after the passage of that act, unless the
iltankssh ill, thereafter, cease to issue post notes under the
oininatinu of five hundred dollars, and shall officially column-
ate to the Governor of this Commonwealth their delertnina-
thereon.

vnd, whereas, the said Merchants' and Mechanics' Bank of
leeling. and Ninth-Western Hank of Virginia, have officially
ified the Executive, that they have ceased to issue post notes
.t the denomination of live hundred dollars.Therefore, I,
n M. Patton, Lieutenant-Governor, acting as Governor, ac¬
inic to the provisions of the Constitution, "do hereby give no-
! tliereof, to all whom it may conrern.

Given under in, hand, as Lieut-nant-Governor, and under
the lesser seal of the Commonwealth, at Richmond,
this Stith day of March, 1841.

, (Signed) JOHN M. PATTON.
j»rth 30 108.'Jt
K'I'SE ami LOT FOR SALE.The undersigned will offer
w sale, at Public Auction, at Charlotte April Court next, his

** and lx>t near Charlotte Court-House. The Lot contains
*n and a half acres, well enclosed with a plank fence, and has
^.it an excellent spring of water, and an orchard of select fruit

rtie huildinits consist of a Dwelling House of fourromns,»iw>ve and two below stairs, and all necessary out-houses for
'oQvenient accommodation of a family. Terms will be ac-
.uolating, and made known on the dav of sale.

THOMAS HAMILTON.
^an.-oa, 1841. 95.t5A

i" T" p,,rtnrr»hip heretofore existing under the firm of HILL
.7., ''NFY, expired, by its own limitation, on the first of
**iem month; and the subscribers, intending u> devote their
Wtention to the Commission and Collecting business, will

^.,.nue 'heir Grocery on Cary street, from this time, and re-

.*. ,
Arsons having claims against thein to present them for

^ "1. and those indebted to them to make immediate pay-^ey wish to close their old concern as soon as possible.
>.,

* l>e found at the Auction Store of Robert Hill tc. Co., X"Anting the Bell Tavern.
ROBERT HILL,
EDWARD N\ DABNEY.

103.tf^ 16

I^XECL'TOR'S NOTICE..All persons indebted to the Estate
of the late Griffith Dickinson, deceased, of the county of Prince

Edward, Are res|ieclfully (M|Utmti'd to make payment of the
amounts that are due, as I am nnzuiui) and determined to wind
up the Estate as noon as practicable, in order that a final distrihu
tion of the Estate be made, agreeable to the will of the deceased.
All persons having claims acainst the said Estate will please make
them known immediately for payment, otherwise, this notice will
he plead in liar against any claims that may he^presented alter the
Estate shall have parsed out of my hands a.s Executor

THOMA8 CLARK,
Ezuutor of Griffith Jl'Ckinson, dectasti.

March30 108.at'

THE Sheriffs of the counties of Ohailotte, Lunenburg, Nottoway
and Piince Edward; lleury, Patrick and Pittsylvania; Charles

City, James City, New Kent and Henrico; Strtfl'urcJ, King George,
Westmoreland, Richmond, Lancaster and Northumberland; Rock-
insliam and Pendleton; llerkelev, Morgan and Hampshire; Harri¬
son, Lewis, Wood and Uraxton; Washington, Kussell, Scott and
Lee; and the Mayor of the city of Richmond, will take notice, that
elections are to be held at their Court-Houses, and other places,
appointed by law, fur holding elections, on Hie fourth Thursday in
April nexi, for the election of Senators to represent their respec¬
tive districts in the next General Assemble.

A. HANSFORD, C. J?.
March 20, 1841. 107.4t

NEW AND DESIRABLE CiOODS.

THE subscrilters have now in store an entirely uric stock ol

Spring Goods, to which they invite the attention of purchas¬
ers; o:tr terms are accommodating.and to such merchants ns

may give us a call, we cunfidculty say, they shall be pleased both
in price and uualitv. .

LONDON'S, WILLLNGHAM 4. DREWRY.
March 23 lot;.tf

DRY GOODS WV have just received, and oiler fur sale on

accommodating lewis, onr supplies of seasonable Dry Goods,
which we think unii ually handsome and cheap. To punctual
customers and for cash w e oirer great initio ..melits tn purchase.

IHNFORDS & HACON.
March 0t! .

107.3w
SPRING DRY GOODS.

JAUURMN TAYLOlt & CO. Iiave received, from I.Kerpool,
liy thi* aliipM Madison, Koscitu and ln:tc|icnditict-».:iu<l from

the Northern markets, their supply for tlie season, together fill-
nishing a desirable nssnrtnum of handsome Goods, which aie

offered fur male on their usual accommodating terms.
Richmond, 26th March, ltm. Ki7.I2t*

IVOTIt'E..The first regular term of the Cireuit Superior Court
i ' of Law and Chance.ry fur the fount), of ll.-nrii-o and City ul
Richmond, oil tlie Chancery *ide, for the dispatch of business, will
commence on Thursday, the lirst dny of April next, in conformity
Willi the act of the General Assembly, passed on the 13th .March,
1811, emitted "an act creatiug a Circuit Superior Court of Clmnce-
rv in the 21st Judti ul Circuit, and for other purposes."

W.M. G. SANDS, Clerk.
March *36, ISSI. 107.OawtlA

~frksii ;Tiu.\<: imv~TjTTrTijsi
1^11" subscriber having since the first of the year very much re¬

duced their st.it k i.l' Goi d>, fiml it necessaiy, for the accommo¬
dation of their customers, to add a variety of in* and desirable
S|irin.* liooits to our assortment, which we ar* now receiving, and
will have fully arranged by ihe lir>t of April, to which we iuviic
the attention of country merrhauts and f.uiiiln*. in town and coun-

li>..The following is apait:
Super Chcne srounj ntvl iigured Lawns and Muslins

l»o. satin striped and figured Mouselin lie t.aiiiesand Challvs
Rich Syrian Silk Muslin Dres-es and Kobe*
Clouded satin stripe anil hurricane checked do
Super French, English and American Calicoen
.Medium and low priced Lawnsand Calicoes
Paper t lam and figured black and blue black Gro de Rhine
Gro de Swiss, Gro de Afrii|ue and Chene j^ilk*
Rich Chenc Silk Shaw.s, lulkfs.and half hdkfs.
Plain hemstitched and einb'd Linen Cambric do.
Plain black and fancy colored Satin and Silk Neck do.
UUck and white Filet, Wash Blond and wire ground Nett
Cambric and Muslin Edgings and Inserting*
Gimp and Thread Laces. Edaings and Inserting*
Filet Net Gloves and Mitts, Kid, Thread and Lisle Thread do
Ladies' Hack ar>d w lute Silk Cotton ami Moravian Hose
Gentlemen's white and browu Cotton and Misses and Roys' llose

and half Hose
4-4 and 7-6 Irish Linens, from 25c to .$1 per yard, cheap
Table Damask, Table Cloths, Towel>, Dowlas and Hucknbuck
Brown Table Cloths, Bird Eye and RiHsia Diaper
5-4, 6-4, 10.1 anil 1:2-4 Brown and Bleached Linen Sheeting*
Plain and tiimred Swiss Muslins, Jaconet, Book and Mull do.
li-l Cambrics, Garment and Furniture Diunty
3-1 and 4-4 plain French Linen and Holland'
Fine and «up«r Bombazine and figured "ilienncs
Worsted Crape*, Crape Cambists and Wrap de Ate
Bonnet,Cap, Hat, an Plain Satin and Taticta Ribbons
Silk and Cotton Umbrellas and Parasols
Plain and bowed Satin and Bombazine Ste-ks
Super black and assorted colored Cloths ami Cassimeres
Plain and ribbed Gambroons and Linen Drillings
Medium Mixtures, Denims, Cottonndcs and Crankies
Colored and plain bleached and brown Cotton Drilling*
London Welling*, Marseilles and Georgia Nankeen
Plain and figured Satin and Velvet Vesting*
3-4, 4 I, 5-4 and C-4 brown and bleached Domestic Sheetings and
Shirtin«s

Bed Ticking, Plaid Domestic and Apron and Furniture Checks
Pongee, Spitalfield, Bandanna and Flag IIiAJkorchirf*
With a great n.any other articles uot cin.^-'atcd, all of which

will be sold at pricis much below the usual rates, as we have
but little more than three months before we close by selling the
remainder at auction. /Ml cut and unfashionable Goods will be
sold without regard to rost, and the new Goods profHirtionablv
cheap. The) have al! been purchased with cash, and will be of¬
fered verv low for the tame or acceptances In town.

VALENTINE 4. BREEDEX,
While Butldwgs, Shutkot Hill.

March W 107.fit&w2w

^PRING AND SUMMER DRV GOODS..The subscribers have
O received, by recent arrivals, a general assortment of British
and American Dry Goods, which they idler hv the pit-ce or pack¬
age, and respectfully solicit country merchants nnd others to call
and examine. WADSWuRTH, TURNER &. CO ,

March 21 iI0G.Cw] Market Bridge.

NOTICE TO SURVEYORS..No plat arid certificate will
hereafter be received into the Land < illice, unless the No. of

the warrant, No. of acres, date of issue and name of warrantee
are distinctly setforth in the certificate.

By order of the Register,
J. Y. SWANN, Clerk.

January, 1311. 80.tf

C"i 11AKLES It. SHAW proposes to o|h ii on the 1st oi March
' next, in this city, a Classical and Mathematical School, in

which youth may be prepared for the University of Virginia, or

any of "the Northern Colleges, or for the profession of Civil Engi¬
neer. Mr. S. relies upon a «ompetent Classical education, ac
quired al Columbia College, X. V., and n Mathematical one at

West Point, and upon the success he hopes fur in the task of in¬
struction, to secure him, ultimately, a larger patronage than he
can leasonahly expect at present.
The experience of many years in Engineering will enable him,

in a shorter period, and a more satisfactory manner, it is hoped,
than usual, to fit young men of good capacity for immediate prac¬
tical udefulness in that profession, whether in the field or the
office.

Parents disposed toentrust him with the education oftheir sons,
or young men desirous of becoming Assistant Engineer*, are in¬
vited to make application to James E. Heath, Esq., or to Mr. John
C. Sititon, by either of whom they can be furnished with a pros¬
pectus of the course in each branch of education.
Competent aid will obtained in every department, wherein,

from the number of pupils, or the variety of -Mr. S.'s engagements,
it may become necessary.
Richmond, Feb. lltli, 1811. 89.3tawtf

THE subscriber having returned to this city, with a view to re¬

sume his former occupation of BLACKSMITH, at his old
stand, near the Basin, is desirous to dispose of his FARM in Ame¬
lia county, on the ApiKiiuattox river, well known as Koyalton,
adjoing the Wigwam, the residence of tin* late Governor Win. 11.
Giles, and al*o the plantation of Win. S. Archer, Esq. The Farm
comprise* fiMacres of productive land..The improvements are a

good dwelling house, recently erected, with the necessary out¬
buildings, nil in good order; also, a mill with two run of stones,
with a water wheel 24 feet diameter. The stock and farming
utensils would be sold with the Farm, at the option of the pur¬
chaser. For terms, apply to J.HITCHCOCK.
March 10 K«-8t

THE subscribers have associated themselves together under the
stvJe and firm of

Londons, Willinchnm & I>rcwry,
For the purpose of transacting a wholesale Dry Goods busi¬

ness, in the city of Richmond, and have taken the house two
doors below Messrs. Gay & Bentley's.

It will lie our intention, at all times, to present a large and well
.elected assortment of seasonable Goods, and to sell them at
small profits. We shall make our transactions in Goods what all
tradings should be, "an inteichange of commodities for mutual
benefit." We shall conduct our business upon honest, just and
liberal principles, and hope to merit a portion of public patronage.
Specially do we solicit a call fiotn our acquaintances.

JOHN J. LONDON,
D. II LONDON,
J. WILLINGIIAM,
A. II. DREWItY.

Richmond, March 1st, 1841. 102.If

STUTTERING CURED..The subscriber having located him¬
self in Richmond, lias opened a School, for the cure of Stam¬

mering; and, from his experience, he feels confident of giving
satisfaction to all who may eive him a call. A cure can be effect¬
ed in eight or ten days. He may be found at Mr. R. M. Yarring-
tou's opposite Mr. Stebbins's China Store, Shockoe Hill.

E. G. BRIGCS.
N. B..Cure warranted in all cases, or no charge.
March13 102.6m

]%,T ARGRAVE..This distinguished English Stallion and Racer,
.I'l and getter of Racers, will make his next season al my stable,
Charlotte Court-House, Virginia. Terms..*50 Ihe season, paya¬
ble on or before the 1st day of August next, at which time tin-
season expires, commencing on the 10th February.One hundred
dollars the insurance, to be paid as soon as the inare is ascertained
to be in foal, or transferred.and In every instance $1 to the
groom. Those that find it inconvenient to make payment at the
closn of the season, will be required to execute their notes with
good security, as I have been subjected to some difficulty in clos¬
ing accounts of long standing. Good and extensive pasturage
will be furnished cratis, and the mares well fed. If required,
with grain, at 30 cents per day. Servnnts sent with mares, will
be boarded gratis. For further particulars, see hand bills.

WYATT CARDWELL.
Jan 23 81-tlJe

1 DISSOLUTION.The Co-Partnership heretofore existing nn-
der the firm of Wadsworth, Williams &. Co. is this day dis¬

solved, by mutual consent, Mr. Orrcn Williams having disposed
ofhisentire interest in the concern. The remaining partners are
authorized to use the name of said firm for the settlement of their
business. JOHN E. WADSWORTH,

ORREN WILLIAMS,
DAVID B. TURNER,

1st January, 1841. GEORGE S. PALMER.

CO-PARTNERSHIP..The subscribers, having formed a Co¬
partnership, will continue the business of the late firm of

Wadsworth, Williams & Co , in this city and New York, under
the firm of Wadsworth. Turner it Co.

JOHN E. WADSWORTH,
DAVID B. TURNER,

1st January, 1841, GEORGE S. PALMER.
Jan.12 7t>.3m

JVTOTICE ST. LEDGER, by Ametican Eclipse, and full bro-
1. ther to the noted race mare Ariel, Lance and O'Kelley.his
dam also brought the other noted race horses Roman, Splendid
and Angelina, all winners from 1 to 4 mile heats, (neither ever

breaking down,) will stand the present season at my stable, at

$20 per mare.
JACK PENDLETON..'This very fine stallion and racer, by

Golinh, who was by American Eclipse, will make bis first season
this Spring, at Captain Thomas Davis's Stable, Green county, Viu,
near Stanardsville, at $20 the season. He is nearly the very color
and size of his noble sire. Hi* having received an injury in train¬
ing last Fall is the cause of making a season this Spring.

W. L. WHITE.
4th Feb., 1841. 86.tf

CE.M.IIAL ASSE.1IKLY OF VIRGINIA.

SPEECH ok Mr. BAYLY or Accomack,
[Conlinutd. J

Having said thus inucli in relation to the wrong
which we are suffering at the hands of New ^ ork, and
of the origin of her measures, I beg leave now to call
the attention of the House to the character of the re¬

medy proponed. Jn discussing it, 1 shall adopt the or¬

der of the gentleman from Fauquier, (Mr. Scott,) and
follow him step by step through his argument.
What we complain of is, that the policy of New

York endangers our slave property, by offering impu¬
nity to those who entice away and curry off our slaves,
and by encouraging the slave himself to run away, by
making his recapture impossible. The remedy pro¬
posed meets the mischief by providing against their
running away, and against their being stolen from us.

1 will not go into a minute analysis of the bill. It is
in the hands of members, and its provisions are simple
and plain. It provides that no New York vessel shall
depart from our wafers until she is inspected, t<> see that
no slaves are concealed on board. It requires the cap¬
tain or owner, or some person for them, of all vessels
owned in New York, to give bond with security, that
tliej' will not take any slaves out of the State, without
the authority of the master. And it offers standing re¬

wards to all pilots and other persons who shall detect
uny such vessel in carrying or attempting to carry any
slaves out of the State. All of the expenses of the in¬

spection, A:c.,to be borne by the master or owner of the
vessel.
The direct effect of the law will be to prevent the

escape of slaves in vessels, and that is their principal
avenue of escape. The captain and owner of all New
York vessels, having given a heavy bond not to take

any slaves out of the Commonwealth, will not attempt
it for fear of detection, (though it may not be very pro¬
bable,) by which he will forfeit his bond. He will
know that a high reward is offered to any person, even

one of his own crew, who shall detect lum in any such

attempt; and that all pilots, under a strong pecuniary
stimulus to vigilance, are made centinels to guard our

property; and the standing reward will make every
man in society a watch upon him. The indiri ct effect
of the law will not be less beneficial. It will have a

tendency to create in New York a counter party to the
Abolitionists. The commercial portion of the com-

munity will see that they are subjected to harassing
and expensive regulations in consequence of mea-

sures adopted bv their State authorities to conciliate
them; thev will insist that their interests shall not be

injured, that the Abolitionists may be indulged in rela-
tion to a matter with which they have nothing to do,
and over- which they can assert no rightful control. I
have already shewn that the great source of strength
of the Abolitionists is their position. Their support be¬

ing necessary to party success, the politicians have not

been fastidious as to the means of securing it. They
were willing to do any thing to please them, as long as

it did not offend any of their constituents, even though
in doing it they violated the Constitution of the U. S.
But as soon as they find that they cannot indulge the
Abolitionists without offending another and more

worthy class of society, they will pause in their ag-
gression. Nay, they will be forced to repair those they
have already made. When the commercial men find
that the burdensome regulations of this bill will be re¬

pealed as soon as those measures of New Yoak which
have made them necessary are abandoned, they will re¬

quire that justice shall be done us. They willst e that
we are right in protecting ourselves against uneonstiti*
tutional aggressions, and they will not complain of
those measures of protection, but of those acts which
made them necessary. Utit if the influence of the bill
will not be sufficient to cause New York to retrace her
steps, and it shall be carried irro effect, it will encou¬

rage our own coasting trade. And as so«n as the trade is
thrown into the hands of our own people, our property
will be cornparitively safe, for we are in no danger of
their carrying it off.
Having thus shewn the principal features and re-

commendations of the bill, I will turn to the objections
made to it by the gentleman from Fauquier. And I
cannot withhold the expression of my regret, that in his
long argument, I heard so little to approve, and so

much to which 1 must attempt a reply.
The gentleman, very early in his remark*, with a

view J presume of giving weight to them, said that his
constituents had as large an interest in this question as

the constituents of any other member upon tins tioor :

and complained that though they were thus interest¬
ed, the bill afforded them no protection. I take issue
with him. I know his county is a large slavclioldin"
county; but its geographical position secures it fruin
most of the mischiefs emanating from the course of
New York. His county not only does not lie uponanv
water course, but there are populous counties between
him and navigation. Though the negroes in Ins coun¬

ty may run away, they do not frequently, I presume,
escape to New York; and if they do, it must be bv get-
ting to the rivprs and escaping in vessels. They con,
from his county, much more easily get to non-slave-
holding States. It is different with us who are near

the sea, the bay and navigable rivers, which are swarm¬

ing with New York craft. We are directly exposed
to all the mischiefs resulting from the course of that
State.

But dons the bill afford the county of tho gentleman
and others similarly situated, no protection? It cer¬

tainly tends to prevent the escape of slaves to New-
York in vessels. This is admitted. Will they ever go
there in any other manner? They cannot get there,
except in vessels, without going through non-slave-
holding States; and after getting to Pennsylvania, for
instance, as those from the gentleman's county would
do, or to Ohio, there would he no motive to go to New
York. If they feared pursuit, they would sooner go
to Canada. They could do it ns easily, and there tlu-y
would be more secure from recaption. Besides, if the
effect of the bill will be, as I contend it will, to open
the eyes of the people fif New \ ork, and cause her
authorities to retrace their steps, will not his constitu¬
ents, equally with mine, reap the advantage of it?

I think that this bill will afford protection to every
section of the Commonwealth.a protection which will
be in the ratio of their exposure. It is the hest mca-

sure which has suggested itse.f to me, and I have anx-

iouslv pondered upon the subject. Nevertheless, I am
not wedded to it. Mv only wish is, to adopt the most
efficient and least objectionable remedy. If, therefore,
the gentleman will propose a better plan, one which
shall afford greater protection to his people, I pledge
myself to go for it, and with zeal too. lie will not
find in me an opponent prepared "to find or forge a

fault," but an active and zealous coadjutor.
Sir, I will give up my own bantling with pleasure,

ifthe gentleman will present me with one more come¬

ly. But I put it to him, if it is not unphilnsophical
and unstatesmanlike, to object to one measure, when
some action is nccessary, until lie is prepared to offer
a better?
But he seems to think that no action is necessary or

proper for us at this time; and in reply to a remark of
mine, made in a former stage of this debate, that we
were pledged by the resolutions of last winter to ef¬
ficient action, he said that he did not consider that
we were so pledged, and that he certainly was not.

1 do not know, Mr. Speaker, whether the gentleman
considers himself pledged or not to action. At the last
session, lie made a speech against the 'Jd resolution,
which, in my estimation, does pledge us to efficient ac-

tion, and then voted for it. Now, 1 do not know which
he regards as most obligatory upon him, his speech or
Ills vote. But, as no other member is in his situation,
and as the resolution, in its very terms, contains what
I esteem a pledge, 1 think I may still insist that we are

pledged to some ation. The 2d resolution adopted by
the Legislature is in these words:

"Resolved, That the course pursued by the Execu¬
tive of New York cannot be acquiesced in; and ifsane-
tioned by that State, and persisted in, it will become
the solemn duty of Virginia to adopt the most decisive
and efficient measures for the protection of the proper¬
ty of her citizens, and the maintenance of rights, which
she cannot and will not, under any circumstances,
surrender or abandon."
Can language he clearer or more explicit ? I put it

to the House if this resolution is not as direct a com¬
mittal to adopt efficient measures for the protection of
the properly of the citizens of this State, in the event
that New York should persist in her course, as a legis¬
lative body could make ? Has the State of New York
sanctioned the course of her Governor, and is that
course persisted in ? I have but little to add to what
is said in the report of the select committee upon this
point. The reasoning there advanced, if I mav so

speak of my own production, seems to me to be con¬
clusive. But since that report was drawn, other facts
have transpired to fortify the conclusion arrived at in
it. The demand for the surrender of these three fu¬
gitives from justice was made by the Executive of
Virginia in July, 1S39. Governor Seward refused to
deliver them for the reasons heretofore adverted to.
We remonstrate against his course. We express the
conviction that it is unconstitutional, and a dangerous
invasion of our rights. We declare that we will not sub¬
mit to it; but being unwilling to regard the course of
the Executive as indicative of the policy of the State,
we desire him to bring the subject to the attention of
its Legislature. He does so ; and the Legislature at

its last session sustain him in the must unqualified
terms. A committee is discharged from the consider¬
ation of the subject, upon the ground that "the p mi.
lions of the Governor were sound and judicious."
But they do not stop here. We demand a redress of
grievances; and our demand is responded to by an ag.
gravalion of them. We remonstrate against the course

of the Governor, upon the ground that it violates the
second clause of the second section of the fourth arti¬
cle of the Constitution of the United States, and en¬

dangers our slave property, by offerings refuge from
punishment, in New York, to evil disposed persona
who may steal or entice off our slaves. The Legisla¬
ture responds In us by violating the very next clause
of the Constitution, and rendering the recaption of the
slave himself impossible. The greatest injury they
could do us, was but half inflicted.we remonstrate
a^mnst thai, and thev reply by making it complete!
T:ie injury is not only made complete, but they insult
us in the manner of doing it. The law cf New
York would have been bad enough, if it had been
au isolated measure. Hut when viewed in con¬

nexion with the course of the Governor of New
York, and the proceedings growing out of it, it be¬
comes absolutely insupportable. Yet gentlemen un¬

dertake to palliate the matter, and insist that we are

committed to no action, and that none is proper. Sir,
1 have scarcely the patience to argue this point fur¬
ther, and 1 am disposed to dismiss it. But 1 cannot do
so, without doing injustice to our moderation, and
without failing to exhibit in all its enormity the course
of the Legislature and Governor of New York.
Our report and resolutions of last winter were adopt¬

ed on the 17t) of March. One of the resolutions re¬

quested the Governor of Virginia to open anew a cor¬

respondence with the Governor of N. York, requesting
him to revie.r the grounds he had taken, and to brinjr
the subject to the consideration ol the Legislature of his
Slate. The request was complied with by Gov. Gil¬
mer on the fs'th of April. On the I ltli of that month,
Governor Seward communicated our proceedings to
the Legislature. The action which was taken in rela¬
tion to them we have already seen.

Governcr Seward, for various frivolous pretexts,
avoids answering Governor Gilmer's communication,
though often used to do so, until after the Presiden¬
tial election. He then replies. As to the considera¬
tions which prompted this delay, the pitiful subterfuges
to which he resorted to excuse it, and the character o!
the Councillors whom he called to his aid in prepar¬
ing his reply, I will not trust myself to speak. But
h:s reply is delayed for seven months. Then it comes
and in t we are informed that the Governor adheres to
his pris tions, and that the Legislature sustains him in

it Another Legislature of his Slate convenes. The
subject is again brought to its consideration by the Go-
vernorin communicating his correspondence with the
Governor of Virginia, held after the adjournment of
the last Assembly. In cutting up the message of the
Goverror with the view of referring the different sub¬

jects of it to appropriate committees, his friends lake
no notice ofso much of it as relates to his contest with
us. Tie omission is noticed, and the subject is brought
before the House, and various propositions are pro-
post*'J.

III the inran time, we having assembled, the (sub¬
ject is *eferrcd to a select committee. As soon as it is
known that the subject is under discussion in the Le¬

gislature of New York, the chairman of the committee
announces in this House that the committee will delay
any report until the matter is disposed of by that Le¬
gislature. This announcement is published in our

journals, and is copied into those of New \ ork. T he

Legislature of that State, with a knowledge that we

were awaiting their action, and that the character of
ours would depend iipon theirs, take the subject into
consideration. It is fully and ably discussed on both
sides; tnd after that discussion, and with the utmost
deliberation, the further consideration of the whole
subject is indefinitely postponed. Immediately the se¬

lect committee reports, and the conclusions it arrives
at are objected to, upon the ground that New \ ork
has not finally acted upon the subject! After a pro¬
tracted correspondence, in which argument is exhaust¬
ed, and after a deliberation for near two years, the Go¬
vernor positively and unequivocally, without any sort

of qualification or reserve, expresses his determination
to adhere to his course, and two successive Legisla¬
tures sustain him in the most direct, and 1 may add, of¬
fensive manner ; and we are told that wc are acting
hastily, and that the contingency, upon which we de¬
clared we would adopt efficient measures of protection,
had not happened ! If we are not to act now, when
are we to net ? If we are not now satisfied that New
York has taken her stand, what will satisfy us ? Are
we to expose ourselves to the ridicule of the country
bv professing an incredulity under such circumstances?
Any further attempt at negotiation, any further delay,
will bring us into contempt, and convince the world
that we do not mean to do]any thing in the matter ex¬

cept to brag and bluster, and i«glortously back out of
tin' contest. If it is to be abandoned, let it be done
at once. In the name of my country I demand, if we

arc to shrink ignominiously from a vindication of our

rights, that we shall not make ourconduct conspicuous-
|y degrading by pretending to a disposition to defend
them. He who is not now satisfied that the time for
action has arrived, never will be satisfied ; and so it

will be regarde-' >y every body. The gentleman says
we ought top-1 se before we oct; wc ought to reflect ;
we ought to consult the people as to the remedy befit¬
ting the occasion. .

Mr Speaker, has there been any haste in this case?
Has there been any precipitancy ? It is now near two

years since the difficulty arose. What has been the
character of our proceedings in the meantime Haie
thev not been marked with the utmost moderation ?
Have we taken one hasty or rash step ? If so, let it be
pointed out. Why then this exhortation to usto pause
and reflect? lint we have not consulted our constituents
as to the remedy. Is there a member here who doubts
about the wishes of his constituents in this ca«e ? Is
there one whose constituents will not unanimously
sustain him in redeeming the pledge unanimously
iriyen at the last session of this Assembly, that if our

wrongs were not redressed wc should adopt the most

efficient measures of protection ? Is the measure pro-
pr.sed more than a most efficient measure of protection?
My fear Mr. Speaker, is not that it goes beyond our

pledge, but that it does not come up to it H we do

nothing will not our constituents complain? Will

thev not have cause for doing so ? Who can excuse

himself, in doing nothing, to those that sent him here,
by saving he did not know their will!
The gentleman from Fauquier, with a view, I pre¬

sume of extenuating the course of the Governor o

New 'York which he declared to be unconstitutional
and outrageous, informed the House that this contro¬

versy was to some extent forced upon him. 1 had

heard the same thing said before, even in this

but I was not prepared to hear it from any member of

this House. The friends of Governor Seward attempt-
ed to excuse him on this plea in the Legislature of W.

York; but it was effectually put down by a member ot

that body. And as 1 cannot add any thing to the ar¬

gument by which it was done, and as I am much ex¬

hausted and suffering from indisposition, which is ob¬

vious to all who hear me, I will avail myself of it,
though it may not contribute to the satisfaction of the

House to hear the argument of one of its members in

a contest between Virginia and New \ ork, answered

bv a member of the Assembly of the l^'er State.
"rThc Clerk, at the request of Mr. Bayly, then read

from the speech of Mr. Jones of New York, delivered
in the Assembly of that State on the 4th of February,
IjSJI. the following extract:]
"It appears, Sir, that three colored persons, citizens

of this State, of the names of Teter Johnson, Ldwar

Smith, and Isaac Gansoy, are charged with "tealmj,
and takin" from one John G. Colley, acitizen o -

.rinin, a certain negro slave, named Isaac, the

of said Colley,' and conveying the sa.d slaye to New

York. It being alleged that they were fugitives from

justice, the Governor of Virginia thereupon made a de¬

mand upon the Executive of this State that they should

be surrendered to an agent appointed for that purpose
in order that they might be taken back to \

tried for the offence charged upon them, accort

the laws of that Slate. The Governoi of the -late

of New York is at first disposed to dispute the le¬

gality of the manner or form in which the charg
airainst these alleged fugitives was presented to htm.

But he immediately concludes to waive all the de¬

fects therein, and refuses to make the required sur¬

render, upon the ground that 'the offence is not

within the meaning of the Constitution of the I nit-

Pd States." And here let me correct an error. into

which the gentleman from Tompkins (Mr. L. Hubbell)
has fallen in regard to the commencement of this con¬

stitutional passage at arms between the Executives o

ibe States of Virginia and New \ nrk. 1 he gentle¬
man observed, (in his speech as reported in the Lve-

ning Journal of January 21,) 'I charge upon her (V ir-

Tinia) that in the absence of all necessity, in defiance

of all danger, and in disregard of her own and our

invaluable interests, she has raised a constitutionaL fic¬
tion, simply to force the Executive of tins Sstate,

against his judgment and his conscience, to recognize
its existence.' ..

"Sir, is the gentleman correct in this statement.

Did Virginia raise this 'constitutional fiction, as he is

pleased to pronounce it, or the Executive of our own,
State? Did not the Governor of New York volunta-
ri!y, and as i think unnecessarily, waive the informali-
ty <tf the charge, nnd place his refusal expres.-l)' upon j
a constitutional prohibition? 11" a 'constitutional fit:-
'ion' was raispd, the Executive «f New York and not

Virginia, is entitled to the credit of raising it. The
gentleman from Tompkins will observe, on reference
to the correspondence, that though a matter of hut lit-
llf consequence, j et he has allowed himself to fall into;
an error in this particular. j"It is denied by the gentleman from Albany (Mr
\V heaton,) that there was .1 waiver inad«} by the lover-
nor <>f .New York. I refer the gentleman in tiie first
placp for proof ol a waiver to the language of the
Governor of this State in pa^e 14, of the published
correspondence upon this subject. lie observes, 'I beg
leave, therefore, to state most respectfully, that admit¬
ting lite affidavit to be sufficient in J'urm and substance to
charge the defendants with the crime of stealing a ne¬

gro slave from his master in the State of Virginia, de
lined by the laws of that State, yet in my opinion, the
offence is not within the meaning of the Constitution of
the U. S. Iflanguage is entitled to the credit of laving
a meaning at all, it seems that the above indisp itably
proves tln» fact of a waiver on the part of the Governor
of this State of all defects in the affidavit upon vhich
the chaFjft* was linked ; placing the refusal t<> make
the surrender upon other and entirely different grounds,
lint in the second place, what construction does the
Governor of Virginia put upon this language? The
latter observes, in reply to the Governor of New York,
in page -17 of the correspondence : Mlad you placed
your refusal to make the surrender upon the ground of
the (supposed) defective affidavit upon which the de¬
mand was made, however widely 1 might and should
have differed in opinion with you upon that subject,
1 would have preferred, and should probably have
adopted ti.e easier plan of removing your difficulties b_v
having it put in an unexceptionable form. Iiut you
have rendered it unnecessary for me to pursue that
course, or to urge any arguments in favour of the suf¬
ficiency of the affidavit. You close the door of infor¬
mality by declaring, that admitting the nji'uiarit to be
sufficii nt in form mid substance to charge, the. difmilanls
inlh tlir. crime of striding a since,' &.C., (quoting the
Governor of New York's language as given above,)
and this construction of the Governor of Virginia is

certainly a reasonable and correct cr.e, and not attempt
ed to he denied or controverted by the Governor of
New York in his future correspondence. If the Execu¬
tive of Virginia had drawn a wrong inference from Ins
language, it would have been natural and proper that
he should have taken pains to set himself right upon
the subject. But he impliedly admits the construction
to be the correct one, by allowing it to pass uncon¬

tradicted
When the clcrk had finished reading, Mr. Bavi.v re¬

sumed :

Mr. Speaker, I may safely leave the gentleman from
Fauquier in the hands of tins member of the Legisla¬
ture of New York. 1 am sure it is unnecessary for ine
to add any thing to what he has said; for, if his argu¬
ment is not satisfactory, a simple reference to the cor¬

respondence between the two Executives, which is in
the members' possession, will remove every doubt, and
shew conclusively that Governor Seward went out ol
Ins way to take the ground he has assumed.
The gentleman from Fauquier also complaincd, that

in the report of the select coinmillcc, and in the bill, i
have connected with our controversy with New York,
a law of that Statu which has no connexion with the

have referred.
It seems to me that the gentleman loses si<rht 0f the

gwt ¦of the controversy, when he says that the jury law
1 ew of May last lias no connexion with it.

Of what are we complaining? Is it thatthe Governor
of New^l ork refuses to deliver up three free negroes
tor trialBy no means The punishment of these fe¬
lons is a sinalj matter. It has frequently occurred, that
the demands for the surrender of fugitives from justice
have not been complied with, and we have never made
.1 serious matter of it. But we complain that the Go.
vernor of .New \ ork has put his refusal upon grounds
which °»ers impunity to persons enticing and carrying
our slaves out of the State; that he thereby encourages
I he offence, and consequently puts our slave property
in jeopardy. V\ e remonstrate against his course upon
this ground, and l.ring the subject before il.e Leeisla-
ture of Ins State. They not only sustain the Govern¬
or in this aggression.they not only refuse to control
him in a course, by which impunity is offered to those
who may entice our slaves from us, but they pass a

law, in the teeth of our remonstrance, and seemingly
in answer to it, by which the recapture of the slave
thus enticed away, is made impossible. But for t»ie
reasons I have given, I must avoid further detail upon
this point.

'

The gentleman insists that the bill before the House
is a measure of retaliation. He refers to the last sec-

tion, which postpones its operation for some time as

proof that it is so; and he asks if such a course is like-
Jy to bring \ ork to her senses?
Mr. Speaker, there is nothing of retaliation in the

bill; and of all the clauses of it, which strip it of that
character, the last is most conspicuous. The bill is en-

tirely protective in its provisions. There is not ona

feature of it framed with a view ef injuring N. York:!
there is not one which that State, by her own conduct,1
has not made necessary for our protection. If the bill
were to go into effect at once, there would be nothing
of the "lex tahonis" in it. There would be nothing!
evincing a disposition to inflict one injury to avenge
another. But the last section postponing its opera¬
tion for some tunc to come, shews, not a disposi¬
tion to do wrong for wrong, but a spirit of the
utmost forbearance. Notwithstanding the Governor of.
New York has deliberately taken his course, and per-
tinaciously adhered to it, in spite of our remonstrance;'
notwithstanding he has been sustained in it by two sue-

cessive Legislatures, under the most offensive circum¬

stances, j-et we in a spirit of moderation, because the
measure will be burdensome to New York, delny the

operation of our protective measure until the Goverj
nor has had ample time to retrace his steps, and until
another Legislature has had an opportunity of acting.
New York has it in her power at any time" to suspend
the operation of our law, simply by complying with her
constitutional duties ; and the gentleman insists that
the clause of the bill conferring upon her this privile«'e
proves it to bo a measure of retaliation. We pass the
bill because New \ork has made it necessary for our

protection, and we allow her, in effect, to repeal it
whenever she removes the necessity for it. And this
is retaliation. This isacting haishly.

Is this bill calculated to bring New York to her
senses.' Eminently so, in my opinion. Until wo do

something to make this subject a practical one, the ci¬
tizens ot New \ ork will take no interest in it. Until

then, they will regard the whole controversy as a war

of words about abstractions. Do we not see that the

press of that State already takes this view of the ques¬
tion.5 And have we not seen them strengthened in it,
by a repetition of it in a leading press of this State.5.j
The people of New York are eminently a practical peo¬

ple, and you never will be able to bring them to a seri¬

ous consideration of any question which does not in¬

volve practical results. As soon as they see that we

regard the course of their functionaries of so danger¬
ous a character as to compel us to adopt measures ha¬

rassing to them, they will enquire into the matter..

And can any one doubt what will be their conclusion?
Unless every feeling is extinct which ought to cha¬
racterize the people of every portion of this Union,
justice will be done us. A very large portion of the

people of that State have already expressed their
conviction that their functionaries are wrong. Their
wisest jurists express this opinion. Chancellor Kent,
so distinguished for his learning, and a friend of Go¬
vernor Seward s, does not hesitate to express this opi¬
nion, as he has done in the last edition ofbis Coalmen.

tarn's. 1. rider these circumstances, do gentlemen be¬
lieve that tlie people of New York will allow their au¬
thorities to persevere ir. a cour-e equally a*, war with
Iter duty mid her interest, simp!,* because we n«w
lake a mild and foibearing measure of protection? This
would shew a state of feeling in \<>\v York which I
am not nilling to believe exists there. The penile-

. " _rman seems to expect tiiM we are lo Ucni New i ork
as a spoiled child, who is not to i»e checked in its mis¬
chief, lest, forsooth, you may m:»ke her punt nnd fret.
The gentleman contend* that tips Jaw is to operate

upon the people *»f New York; he enquires what theyhave done, and asks if we are prepared to punish tho
innocent lor the guilty. He insists tint the Legisla¬ture has not acted, and he enquires of me, if 1 am pre¬pared to assert, that the re-el. ction of Governor Sew¬
ard, after he had taken his stand against u<, shews that
the people coincide with hiiu; and is a sanction by them
of ail his absurd notions.

I have never known the ground taken, hut upon two
occasions, that the success of * candidate in an election,
in which is involved inn 113- issues, shows that the peo¬ple agree with him in all of them. The friends of
General Jackson in-isted, that his re-election in l-^'J,
was a verdict of the people against the rccharter of a
National Hank ; and Mr. C!»y has lately taken the
ground in the United Slates Senate, that the election
of Gen. Harrison was a decree of the people againstthe divorce of the Bank and State. It so happensthat I did not acquiesce in these views 011 either occa¬
sion. Together with tho gentleman, 1 repudiated the
idea in Jackson's time. Did he pprie with me in repu¬diating it on the latter occasion? As 1 dissented from the
position on the only two occasions v. hen I have known
it seriously taken, it is unnecessary f«r me to say that I
do not agree in it now.
But though I am not prepared to say that there-elec¬

tion of a public offictr is a sanction by the people of all
of his acts, yet I am prepared to say, that there is no
way by which the sentiments of a State can be made
known in a case like this, except through her public,functionaries. We cannot know the State of New
York in a contest like this, except through her publicauthorities. How else is the wiil of a Slate to be as¬
certained .' Would the gentleman have the people of
the State polled upon the subject ? Will nothing short
of this satisfy him ? If so, he had better give up the
contest at once. If the public functionaries who hold
and wield the power of the State, do it 111 a manner to
injure us, it is of no moment that the people disapproveunless they will interfere in the matter.
The gentleman urged with great 7«'R| that lie saw in

this hill "the edge of the weapon which was to rend
this Union.'' He said that it squinted at disunion.it
had an awful squinting at disunion. He stated that he
supposed 1 thought 1 was recommending the bill when
1 informed the House that I had assurances from pri¬
vate sources, that the measure would be followed up
by the other Southern States interested ; but that *0
far from its producing that effect with hun, it excited
his suspicions. The avidity with which it was clutched
at by certain politicians, made him distrust its wisdom.

Mr. Speaker.The weapon, the edge of which the gen¬
tleman sees in this bill, is like the dagger of Macbeth, it
has no existence except inj his own distempered inm
gination. Sir, 1 am a friend to the Union, so long as it
continues what our fathers made it. There is no mem¬
ber of this House who is more so. This sentiment is
not only founded in feeling, which is as strong as any
other member's, but in interest. If gentlemen will but
look at the position of my county on the map, he will
tee that there is no section which would suffer more
in the event of a violent rupture. We are Virginians,
everv inch of us, in feeling; but we are separated fr«m»
our brothers by the Mediterranean of this continent..
Let the strife coine when it may, we will be in the
hottest of it. In any event, whether we should be
thrown with the North or the South, we would be a

border county and suffer all of the scourges inci¬
dent to that condition. But, I am an ardent friend of
the Union, as a means, not as an end. I am friendly
to the Union as long as it shall continue to be the pal¬
ladium of our liberties; but 1 shall become its deadly
enemy when it shall be converted into an engine of up-
pression. As longas it is a Union founded in affection,
I will cherish it; but when it shall be only maintained
bv force, 1 would strike it to the dust. | mil a friend
of the Union, but I am the enemy of consolidation..
And if 1 should ever he forced, which Heaven (<>rfend,
to choose between disunion and consolidation, I would
prefer the former. I would rntlier tJmt the temple oI

liberty should be scattered in ruins, than become the
abode of tyrants. 1 would rather take my chance for
liberty 'midst anarchy, than quietly lie down in the
chains of despotism. It might survive the one, it could
not survive the other. I would rather be hunted as a

beast of the forest, and die with the consciousness that
I died free, than to live in peace as an abject subject of
u usurper.
lama friend of the Union, but because I am *o, f am

not to bi* frightened !'n»m protecting myself from ag-
gression, and the Constitution itself from violence, by
the chimera of a dissolution of it. The gentleman says
there is a class of politicians who are too fond of calcu-
lating the value ol the Union. Sir, there is another
e.lass who are forever conjuring up visions of a disso-
lutiou, whenever the States propose to do any tiling
for llieir own protection. Let 11 doctrine of State Right*
be advanced. Let a gentleman intimate that he thinks
the States have any rights, worthy of being called
such, and at once the wolf-cry of disunion is raised..
There are set phrases always ready lor such occasions.
In moek heroics, we are asked, "Who shall calculate
the value of the Union ! Learn to calculate the value
of liberty, and then you may talk about calculating tha
value of the Union."
There are two standing themes with such politicians,

"a dissolution of the I'nion," and Kica»uc abstractions,"
which, like patent medicines, are used mi all occasions,
and TK't in very varied doses. We must be miMakcu
for children or timid women, else it would not he sup-

j posed that we could be frightened from our propriety
bv this "raw head and bloody bones" of a dissolution
oi" the Union, which is so often conjured up and stalk-
ed across this Mall.

But it seems I let out a most terrible plot of treason,
when I informed the House that 1 was assured from
private sources, that if we took our stand on the pro¬
visions of this bill, we would be promptly sustained
bv the other Southern States.
The fourth resolution, which was passed at the last

session of the General Assembly, is in these words
"llrso/reil, That the Governor of V irginia be re¬

quested to open a eorrcs/iondence villi the E/icutivc of
each ofthr slavcholding Mutes, requesting their couim.
ration in anij niccssurij «rtd proper measure of redress
ichich Virginia may he foreed to adopt.''

In obedience to our request, Governor Gilmer open¬
ed this correspondence: and from some of the States
replies have been received from their public functiona¬
ries, but not from ail. I inform the House that I am

assured from private sources, that the request of the
General Assembly, that t.he slavcholding States v. ill
co-operate with us, will be promptly complied with,
as soon as we have adopted our measures of redress;
and behold! 1 am told that I have communicated most
frightful information.
The gentleman argues that the bill will be ineffica¬

cious ; and to prove it to he so, he relies upon what is

said upon this point in the report of last winter, lie
quotes this sentence from that document : "Besides,
it would be difficult to enforce it (an inspection law,)
in an enectual manner, n vessel mignt tie inspected one
hour, and the next take a slave on board and be off. This
would be tiie case particularly in the navigation of our

long rivers." Mr. Speaker, I admit the difficulty. I
do not contend that the law will afford us perfect pro¬
tection. Like every other law which was ever framed
by anv human tribunal, it is not perfect. 1 do not be¬
lieve that it, or any other law can be made so. The
question is not whether the bill is perfect, but whether
a better one can be proposed. I insist that the gentle¬
man is precluded from opposing this bill, upon the

ground that it will be difficult to enforce it in an effec¬
tual manner, until he can offer one less objectionable.
That the House may not attach too much weight to

what is said in the report of last winter upon this point,
I beg leave to state under what circumstances it was

drawn. As soon as this subject was referred to a Select
Committee at the last session, as the Chairman of it, I
immediately busied myself in feeling the pulse of the
House, to see what would be done. I soon found that
a majority was opposed to any decisive action at that
time. The members regarded the course of Governor
Seward as so outrageous, that they were disposed to be¬
lieve that he would not adhere to it; and if he did, he
would be controlled by the legislature of his State. It
is known to this Hou?e that I did concur in these views.
It is known that I predicted, standing in tins place,
that that would occur which has occurred. Neverthe¬
less, finding that I could not do all I desired, I was de¬
termined to accomplish all I could. Hence I recom¬

mended the course adopted at our last session.
When I sat down to draw the report of that session,

I did it with the understanding that we were to content
ourselves with making an appeal to New York to do
us justice. To enable us to make this appeal with any
force, I thought unanimity was necessary. To pro¬
cure this, it was necessary to reconcile those who
urged decisive action at once, and those who were un¬

willing to go further than a remonstrance. Drawing


